Nobleboro forms comprehensive plan update committee 
Nobleboro, Maine – June 15, 2020: The Nobleboro Select Board has appointed an ad hoc committee to review and update the Town’s Comprehensive Plan. A town's comprehensive plan takes stock of where the town is and then sets goals and strategies for where the town's residents want it to be. Comprehensive Planning is a process that looks to the future and creates a road map that guides the town’s decisions related to its future growth, development, housing, community supports, older adults, transportation, culture, historic sites, natural and human resources, habitat and regional coordination. 

Nobleboro last updated its comprehensive plan in 2007. An update lets our community find out exactly what has happened in town and to see how we are progressing on the implementation of the goals and strategies that were in that plan. The comprehensive planning process is also a chance for all of us to get together and really talk about our town. What do we like about Nobleboro? What might we like to change or reframe? Where do we want to be in the future? At a fall 2020 Lifelong Community Conversation funded by a Maine Community Foundation Lifelong Communities mini-grant community members will have the opportunity to talk about all of these things and possibly create new goals and strategies as part of the updated plan. 
A current and consistent comprehensive plan also has certain legal and regulatory benefits. The state requires plans to be updated every 10 years and to meet certain standards. Plans that meet these qualify towns for preferred status when competing for state grants and working with state departments. 
Over the winter months and throughout the spring members of Nobleboro’s Comp Plan Update Committee, Sharon Abair, Larry Keith, Bud Lewis, Matt Lewis, Marianne Pinkham, Berry Welt, Marty Welt and Select Board Liaison Richard Powel, have been reviewing each section of Nobleboro’s 2007 State approved comp plan, collecting and updating data, contacting and meeting with stakeholders. A community survey is being developed and over the summer months will be distributed to residents in multiple formats. Information about how and when the survey will be available will be communicated in a variety of ways. A link to the survey will be posted on the town’s website. 

If you have interest or experience in gathering and analyzing data, technical writing, survey development, strategic planning or would like to review and comment on parts of the plan update as each section is revised the Nobleboro 2020 Comp Plan Update Committee would appreciate your assistance. As the process continues, we will need input from community experts in specialty areas as well as from Nobleboro citizens, across all generations. If you are interested in becoming part of Nobleboro’s Comp Plan Update process please contact Selectman Richard Powell (563-8816). 

Nobleboro Comp Plan Update Committee meetings take place on the Second Thursday of the month at 6:30 pm in the Town of Nobleboro’s Conference Room. Members of the public are welcome to attend the Update Committee’s working sessions. With the goal of presenting the updated plan for consideration and approval at Nobleboro’s 2021 town meeting public hearings will be scheduled once the first draft of Nobleboro’s 2021 Comprehensive Plan Update has been written and reviewed by the Select Board. 
