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Brush vs. lumber

By Allen Oliver

Most everything that comes into our station leaves the station shortly after arrival. Whether it goes to Norridgewock (household trash and demo), Topsham (metal), or Wiscasset (plastics and paper), its stay here is several days at most. The one exception to that rule is brush. We take everything from leaves and grass, which are mixed with other items and churned into mulch, to much larger branches and stumps.

Once our pile of larger brush grows to a massive size, we have a partner who comes in, chips the whole pile, loads it into their trucks, and takes it back to where it is used as a fuel. It is a relationship that works well for all involved.

One issue that we continue to have with our brush piles is the depositing of construction debris. Whenever a single board or post is discovered in the pile, we have to root through it to remove the debris. If our business partner shows up and there is anything other than “brush” in the pile, they can and have left without processing the pile. 

The problem is that metal, nails, and screws are often attached to these pieces of lumber, and they dull and damage the chipper. One certainly can't fault a business for wanting to take care of their equipment. So we simply ask that only brush go into the brush piles. Please refrain from leaving processed lumber behind when dropping off your brush. It makes our lives easier and saves on damage to expensive equipment.

The depositing of brush and recyclables is typical of humanity in general. Ninety-eight percent of our customers are good-hearted, conscientious, and devoted to making the world a better place. The other 2% can make life more difficult than it needs to be. Don't be part of that 2% — make someone's day a better day, not a frustrating one.

